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ON A RESEARCH TRIP through China

in 1996, Nancy Berliner was shown an

abandoned building in a remote vil-
lage 250 miles southwest of Shanghai.
The hulking, fortresslike structure was
typical of merchants’ homes in the
rural Anhui Province and had been
vacant for more than a decade.

Clearly, the place hadn't attracted

much interest. But to Berliner, a

um curator who specializes in Chinese
vernacular furniture and architecture,
the home's ordinariness is precisely
what made it intriguing, As she stepped
closer, her heart lifted: She knew that

behind the impassive fagade woul

two high-ceilinged floors encircling a

with intricate carvings. But it was the
last stop of the day, and dusk was fall-
ing. After a quick peek, she was forced
to turn and walk the mile back to town
before the sun set,

A few weeks later, Berliner set off on
a long walk and wound up at the same

houze. When she approached it this

time, her heart gquickened—the door
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EAST MOVES WEST Transported from a
rural Chinese village, above left, to
Massachusetts, the 18th-century Yin Yu
Tang house is a time capsule for 200
years of Chinese history. Ancient wisdom

abounds: A wide eave overhang lets in
the sun and protects the perimeter
of the eourtyard from rain, facilitating
indoor and outdoor living; a pair of
square stone pools collects rainwater.
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HIDDEN TREASURES Right: The house's
plain, windowless fagade ensured privacy
and security, Below: This reception
room is a trove of everyday artifacts,
including wooden “warming baskets™
{portable space heaters) and one of the
building’s two lightbulbs,
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PERSOMAL FLOURISHES Above: The home's
18 bedrooms—eight on each floor—were
outfitted with mosquito netting made
of hemp, a typical fabric in China's
Anhui Province. Bedrooms for newly
married couples were often decorated
before the bride arrived. Left: This is
the only one with wallpaper, an English
or German floral print imported to
Shanghai in the 19204,

RICH sYMBOLISM Clockwise from top left:
Plum blossom motifs at the base of a col-
umn represent springtime and purity. The
house's centuries-old visual glossary
includes modern entries, such as a propa-
ganda poster and a portrait of Chairman
Mao. An intricate two-level window-
shutter system warded off wind and caold
during the winter; the vase motif found
in each represents peace and harmony.
The kitchen was set cutside the main
walls to prevent a house fire,
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